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GANAXRENRIAL Clacsificetion Changed fron 
RASTRICTED "CONS IDLNTIAL" to "RESTRICTED" 
by order of the Secretery of ier 
sy /0/ u.Checket, Mejor, Inf. 


Qe State your nene, renk, scriel number, pormonen.t home pccrers, anc 
uy other pertinent infornation concerning: yourself. 

A. My nane is/Corvorel Charles Eugene MAURER, U.SeM-C., Sorin] Nu:.ber 
289960. ' My pormenent hore eccress is Coleman, diloertr, Cenide. I hed a 
high school education, followed by vocationel treining in Chicnzo, end heve 
served in the Marine Corps for a little ovor five years. , I wrs captured by 
the Japanase rt Fort Eughen, Philippine Islencs, on 6 May 1942. I wrg 
inorinonee at Crbenrtuan from 24 June 1942 w.til 6 Nover:bor 1942, yEon I 
7s cent to Jepen and luprisonsc at the Unece Cemp rt eka froz 27 liovendor | 
1942 until 2¢ May 1945. I wes then sent to the orisoner of ver ersv at } 
Tsuru.e, Jeyrn, there I respinod until 2 august ig9a5. I érrivec in the 
United States on 5 Cetober 1945, 


{ 


Qe Did you witness eny torture, teatines, or eny other crueltice while | 
inprisonod by the Jaopnese? 


te I observed Many beatin o ecainistored by Jepenone ¢uerés while I | 
wes at Unda Camp in Isake ond Pelco leter when at Tourwiae At Oneke thero | 
were orleinally 45¢ mone 120 «ded in the first four month: fron poor food | 
end expooure. Our food was 570 srens of rice per aan per cay, which wae | 
inacoquato for men workin;. If you dic not work, this retion was reduced, 
end in the honpitel toweara the euc pationte were éiven only 300 ¢rars of i 
food per day. Tho Jevanese cave us very little in tho wey of Clothing. | 
During ny inprisonment the only Clothing I got of any werith or quality 
was one suit of American Red Cross frecus one hats end floves. Ye were 

also <iven soe Jepanese arty Clothing, but it wee of poor quality and was | 
seconc-hanc. At Osake wo prisoners were put to work in tho railroac yards 
unloading froickt, sone of it for Jepancse civiliene but much of it for the | 
Jannnese army, and at Tsuruga wo were put to work on the cocks unloeding 
Japancne army ¢eer rent to Japen fro. Menchurio. I tention the above to 
eoxplnin why it ws hecossary for us to atrial foo rnd clothing whenover it 
was possible, end there wore frequontl; opportunities at Osaka. kEowover, 
when we were ceucht the éuerds would duet us rnd I wee terten on sore then | 
one occasion. Two cuarcs in perticular nt Oseka adninictcred beatings end | 
I cen rexe:ber their nazes or nicknanos. The first wan a féuard naned 
MARTYaMi, who veo e@ reserve arey Len anc. was later sont to pctive duty, et 
which tine his renk wos firet serceent. MARIYAMA wes ebdout thirty yeers old, 
rether slencer duil., end of everaze heist for a Jap, ~ I should 

estizate 5'2" to 5i4", Ee was a rather cood looking Jap. Ee coipelled the 
prisoners to stend at attention or take some unco:fortable position euch an 
kneeling enc. if they noved woulc Slap ther. ke at tines aleo used & stick 
possibly two feet lone anc an inch to en inch and a helf in dianeter. Ee 
frequently beet the prisoners until their feces were ewollen anc their 

eyes blackoned. The secon eunré wes nicknaiec. "Lou Gehri-" because he 
elways beet vrisonors with a club. ke seeed to select thom with care so 
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that they woule not vreak. "Lou Gehriz" wee bout 35 years old, hervy set, 
5' to 53! in hoicht. He wae a roguler erny nan and was a two strr 
serecant. ke wes transferred to Tokyo about February of 1945. 


At Teuruga the most vicious guard wen a pan nered KIMURA, who was 
nicknued "The Sacist." Ee was about 35 yoars old, Goprofinetely 5! tell, 
end wes very slicht in build.. He was a reserve erny surgeent. Thore ves 
souething wrong with hin right orn. He coulda beat a man with his hand for 
fifteen to twenty minutes pnd would esarently feel no pain in his arn 
whatever. Ee used it like a flail. The cany connander at doth Osaka and 
Tsuruca was a Lieutenant NUMBA of the Jepanese arny, who ordered. sone of 
the beatings and was present at others. 


Q. Ao a prisoner in Jeyen, were you ever oxposec. to danger of borbin: or 
othor hazerde of war? 


Ae Iwas. As stated adove, we were worked in the reilroad yerds at 

Osaka, which were a torget for inconciary rnics. The bor.vs fell within two 
blocks of us nt Osaka on 15 Merch 1945. We wre told in Mey that we were 
being moved to Touruga bveceuso it wre eofer, tut knew +s soon as we saw { 
the Cocke thero pnd the shins thet we vere in for furthor bornbing. This 
occurrod ns expected. Our barrecks were burned out on 12 July 1945 as a 
result of en air raic. We were then moved into a werehoure right on the cdockeé 


and we wore sleeping there. Tho dock aroa wes nace n tarcet for on air reic | 
on $1 July en¢ we wore borbed. After being bombed out on the Slst, we wore 
novec to quarters on the other side of town. Our new quartors were next to 


a cotton mill, wiich wos vomved on 8 Aveust 1945. 


eeeinsen seen: en epee 


Q. As a prisoner were you transvorted by tho Japanese under inpropor 
conditions? 


dis Whon we wore moved fro... the Philippine Islan’s to Javen about 1800 

to 2000 prisoners were loaded onto the MIIGATA MARU, which heé three holds. 
In our hold there were 600 nen. There ws insurficient space for all of us 
to sit aown, let alono lie down. The trip to Jampn lasted twonty days. We 
left the Philippine Islonds on 6 Noverder 1942 end arrived at Moji on 26 
Novorber 1942. Sanitary con.itions were inacequate and poor. 


I cen recnll nothing further concerning these incidents which would be 


cf velue to the War Crines Office and I co not have any other information, 
favorable or unfevoradle, which I consicer of sufficient importance to report. 


/s/_Cherles B. Maurer 


EWKXIBXNTLAL 
RUST RICTUD /s/ B.C. 
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eunvrseeeree 
RESTRICTED /a/ 2.0. 


STaTE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
) 85. 
Uamty of slic cca 


I, Charles Busono MAURER of lawful ec, veing culy sworn, stato 
thet I have rerd the foregoing tranecription of my interrogertion, cone 
sisting of two or cs, end that nll enswers contained therein are true to 
the vert of my knowlec.o anc belicf. 


» - 
« s£urer 


Subscrivod sn¢ sworn to before me this Sixth «ry of October, 1945 , 
et Oaklend, Celiforainc. 


AY: 0) Veeco 
cutenent ’ U. S.N. R. 


STATE OF C.LIFORWIA 


) 
) ss. 
) 


County of Aleueca 


I, Liout. F.M. ROBINSON, U.SeM-R.  — cortify thet (Meno) Charles 
Euzeno Mouror, (Renk) _Corporel, USMC 239960, p. reoually evpeared. before 
me on tho Sixth cay of October, 19-25, anc testified concerning wer crines, 
end thet the forecoins in ep» accurete trenscription of the ensawers «liven 
by (hin. kex) to tho ecv rol quostione sot forth. 


Pleco: Orklond, © Mifornin 


HDWIN Fe. SVukE 
lat Lt., Inf. 
XEMUNKRENTIAL 
RESTRICTED 
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RESTRICTED /e/ E.C. 


STaTE OF CALIFURGIA ) 


I, Chorlos Bueone MAURER of lawful ec, veing culy sworn, state 
that I have rerc the foregoing transcription of ny interrogetion, con— 
Sistine of two or cs, end that ell enswers contained therein are true to 
tho vert of my knowloc-o anc belicf. 

/s/ Crerlee >. Meurer 

Subscrivod snc aworn to before ne this Sixth «ry of October, 1945 , 

et Oaklend, Celiforiaic. 


/8/ EF. _M._ Roe iris 


p21: 0) Se rere 
(Renk) Licutenent, U.S.N.R. 
County of Aleneca 
I, Liout. FM. ROBINSON, U.SM.Re = cortify thet (Neno) Charles 
Euzeno Meuror, (Renk) _Corporr], USMC 239960, p reonally eppearedc. before 
me on tho Sixth cay of October, 195, and testified concerning wer crines, 


end thet the forecoiny in en accurete trenscription of the enswers s«iven 
by (hic. kex) to the scv rel quostions sot forth. 


}... Robinson 
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